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NYC Subway Literacy 
Week 2: Riding the train 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: 

For this week you will need to choose a train which stops near your school.  

Go to  www.subwaynut.com and find pictures of the 9 closest stations along the train’s line as 

it approaches your school. 

Using the templates provided, replace the R train photos and stops with your train’s stops 

(unless your school is also near the R train in Bay Ridge). 

 

 

 

Vocabulary: 

get on, get off, swipe, go upstairs, go downstairs, pay, sit down, stand up 

Phonics: 

Consonants:  
d, s, f, n 
 

Vowels: 
short u, short e 

Numeracy: 

Subway strip maps  

SWBAT (Students will be able to): 

 Name and demonstrate key actions associated with riding a train 

 Recognize and name train stops on a train that stops near the school 

 Ask and respond to “How many stops to ____?” using a subway strip map. 
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Day 1 

 Warm-up 
 

Review last week’s vocabulary on the board. Students ask each other target question 

from last week: “Do you _________?”  “Yes, I do,” or “No, I don’t.” 

 Introduce vocabulary  

 

Introduce the following vocab using TPR (Total Physical Response): 

get on 

get off 

swipe 

go upstairs 

go downstairs 

pay 

sit down 

stand up 

 

Have students practice together using TPR. 

 

 Introduce story 

Ask students: “Where do you live now?”  

“Do you take the train?” “Which trains do you take?” 

 Hand out story: 

  Students pre-read story for a few minutes. 

  Teacher reads, students listen. 

  Teacher reads, students repeat. 

  Two students read together. 
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Going to School 

 
 

She walks to the train. 

 
 

She goes downstairs. 

 
 

She swipes. 

 
 

She gets on. 

 
 

She gets off. 

 
 

She goes upstairs. 
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She goes out. 

 
 

She goes to school. 
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Day 2 

 

 Warm-up (review vocab) 

Kick off a game of charades to review vocab.  

Model picking one activity, not saying what it is, but acting it out. 

Then, have students take turns acting out the vocab as others call them out. 

 

 Phonics 

1st: Hand out 6 letters and an Elkonin boxes to students. Students independently cut out 

letters. 

2nd: Review with students each letter sound and letter name. For this week, they are 

short vowels u & e, and consonants: 

u e d 

s f n 

 

 3rd: Teacher calls out CVC words and floats around the room as students place the 

                  letters in the correct boxes. 

       Watch for things like mixing up the short vowel sounds, or not placing short vowel 

                  sounds word-medially. 

     CVC words are: 

  

 

 

 

 Story  

1st: Students pre-read “Going to School” independently. 

sud fed ed 

sen ned us 
sun fud en 

fun den un 

fen nen es 
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2nd:  Ask students: “Where do you live now?”  

“Do you go to ________?  How do you go to ____?” 

“Do you [mode of transportation]?” 

“Do you take the train? What train do you take?” 

 

        Teacher reads, students listen. 

        Teacher reads, students repeat. 

3rd: Teacher asks students basic comprehension questions about the story. 

4th: Phonics: 

 Choose one sound (l, t, s, i, u, b) that you think students could use the most 

           practice identifying within the story. Write this letter on the board and review its 

           letter name and letter sound. 

 1st: Hand out colored pencils to students. Model tracing the letter on the board 

 with a different color marker. 

 2nd. Students work independently to find and trace the letter within the text. 

 3rd: Ask students: how many [letter] in the story? 

 If possible, project your story with all instances of the letter colored. Practice 

           reading those words together, focusing on that sound. 

 4th: Two students read together. Teacher floats and listens to students read. 

 Speaking activity 

This is a preview of tomorrow’s activity. 

 

Ask students: “Do you take the train? What train do you take?”  

  “Today we are going to talk about the _____train.” 

 

Introduce pictures for the 9 closest train stops to your school. 

Line them up from 1-9, right to left on the board.  

 

Play flyswatter with the stops on the board.  
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u i s 

t l b 
 

 

cut------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

u i s 

t l b 
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(Elkonin boxes) 
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Day 3 

 Warm-up: Vocab review 

Model a game of Simon Says with the vocab from this unit. If the “Simon Says” part of the 

game is not coming across, you can just use “Show me” and forget the trick of “No! Simon 

didn’t say…” 

Have other students be the teacher and say “Simon Says” or “Show me.” 

 Story Review 

 Teacher reads,students listen. 

Teacher reads, students repeat. 

Two students read together. 

Act it out: 

Have a student read the story out loud as you (the teacher) acts it out in front of the class. 

Then, students take turns in pairs: one student reads the story while the other acts it out. Then 

they switch. 

 Subway strip maps 

This activity involves a single train that stops near your school. Go to subwaynut.com to find 

pictures of stations that are along that train’s route, or you can use the R train pictures that are 

provided here from 59th Street to Atlantic Ave in Brooklyn. 

In order to introduce this numeracy concept to students, this activity follows The Levels of 

Knowing Math. For more information on these concepts, refer to the information sheet at the 

end of the document.  

Intuitive: 

Teach the names of the stops using pictures 

Ask students: “Where do you live now?”  

“Do you take the train?” “Which trains do you take?” 

 Choose a train that is commonly taken by students and/or has a stop near the school. 

 Go to subwaynut.com and print off the 9 stops which are closest to your school. 

 Find a picture for each stop. Teach students the names of these stops using the pictures. 
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Concrete: 

Demonstrate cutting out and assembling the picture representation of the 

        stops, 1-9, right to left.  

Students complete independently. 

When students are finished, ask question: How many stops to ____? 

Model counting as you do on a number line, from the start point to the end point. 

Pictorial: 

Demonstrate copying stop names onto the line map. 

Students complete independently. 

Abstract: 

Demonstrate looking at the map of NYC and identifying where the stops go, and then copying 

the names into the boxes. 

Students complete independently. 

Then, demonstrate completing the activity with the subway strip map. 

Application: 

Students complete comprehension questions using the strip maps. 

Communication: 

Introduce question: “How many stops to ________?”  

Project the subway strip map for a train near your school. Have students ask and answer how 

many stops to various stations. 
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Adapted from Kristin Klas, 2013. 
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Students cut out a set of 1-9 and place on the line map. 
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Adapted from Kristin Klas, 2013. 
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Adapted from Kristin Klas, 2013. 
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https://abspd.appstate.edu/sites/abspd.appstate.edu/files/DL22MathLevelsofLearning.pdf 
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